
This is Israa, a 13-year-old 

from Syria. Israa lives with her 

mum, dad and five younger 

brothers and sisters. 

Israa and her family were 

forced to flee Syria after civil 

war broke out in March 2011 

and it become too dangerous 

for them to stay. 

They now live in Zaatari 

Refugee Camp in northern 

Jordan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Before the war started we spent our 

time playing outside the house but 

after it started we had to stay in all the 

time.  We missed a lot of school —

sometimes we only went once per 

week.” 

“Bombs fell down next to my house 

[and] we heard they were raiding our 

village, that if they found people hiding 

they would kill them.  The electricity 

was cut off, we only had 15-30 

minutes every three days.” 

“We couldn’t bring anything with us [to 

the refugee camp].  We didn’t bring 

any toys, just one change of clothes 

and one pair of shoes each.  We left 

everything else behind and my mum’s 

told me that now everything’s gone - 

it’s been destroyed.” 

“When we return to Syria, we will live 

in a tent while we rebuild our house.  

We lost our house but we have our 

lives.” 

Country fast facts 

Full name: Syrian Arab Republic 

Capital: Damascus 

National symbol: Hawk 

Population: 22.5 million (2013 estimate) 

Official language: Arabic 

Money: 1 Syrian pound = 100 piasters 

Life expectancy: men = 74 years, 

women = 78 years 

Climate: Hot, dry summers and mild, 

rainy winters 

(source: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/) 

Next steps… 

 

ActionAid is a registered charity, no 274467. 

www.actionaid.org.uk/schools 
Israa, 13, a Syrian refugee, 

northern Jordan 
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Download our ‘Children in Conflict’ 

teaching resources 

Learn how ActionAid works with 

children caught up in conflict 

Fundraise for children living in 

conflict 
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